
Liturgical Minister Volunteers Needed 
 

Friends – In recent homilies Father Powers has likened the Mass to a family meal.  Of course, we have 

the literal meal of the Eucharist, but he speaks of the liturgy itself as a coming together of family to 

celebrate, share, and feast together.  I like that metaphor and want to carry it forward as I make this call 

for your involvement as liturgical ministers in helping to serve the family meal of the Eucharist at St. 

Mark.  In another recent homily, Father Matt challenged us to use the gifts we have to build up our 

parish, and especially our celebration of the Mass.  He urged us to honestly and prayerfully consider 

how we could help, and to find an opening that matches our gifts and capability.  Here’s what he said 

that I like the most – there is a place for everyone, and everyone can participate.  That’s true!  There is a 

place for you!   

Here’s an outline of what the current opportunities are, and I hope you will carefully and prayerfully 

read on.   

 

Altar Servers - Children and adults are encouraged to serve at the Altar and assist the Presider in the 

Mass.  Students who are in grade four or higher are trained for this ministry by attending one mandatory 

training class.  Parents and children may serve together, as may siblings.   

 

Eucharistic Ministers - The ministry of the Eucharistic Minister (or Extraordinary Minister of Holy 

Communion) is one of service, compassion, and love to Jesus and to the members of the Church, 

especially those in our parish.  All confirmed adults and young people are welcome.  Two trainings are 

required for this ministry – one provided by the Diocese, and another here at St. Mark. 

 

Gift Bearers - Gift Bearers not only bring forward the gifts of bread and wine during the Preparation 

(Offertory) but also represent the cares and concerns (offerings) of the entire community.  Individuals or 

families are welcome to sign up.  No prior experience in this ministry is required and there is no training 

aside from general instructions given at the Mass when you serve.   

 

Lectors - Adults, young adults, and youth who can speak clearly and distinctly are welcome to join the 

Lector ministry.  Although reading is an essential part of their ministry, lectors are not simply readers.  

Rather, lectors proclaim the Word of God.  Careful preparation and practice result in a proclamation that 

is thoughtful, intentional, and clearly communicated.  Two trainings are required for this ministry – one 

provided by the Diocese, and another here at St. Mark.   

 

Ushers - Adults, young people, and youth are welcome to join in the ministry of Usher and Greeter, 

sometimes called Hospitality Ministers.  Not only do they help people to comfortably and safely reach 



their seats, they serve as the “hands and feet” of Christ in welcoming parishioners and visitors to our 

faith community.  They also assist with taking up the collection, handing out parish bulletins, and also 

responding to any emergencies that may occur during the liturgy.  A brief training class is provided by 

the parish.   

 

Welcome Desk - Volunteers are needed to work our Welcome Desk at the North Entrance after each 

Mass.  This person would be in charge of taking messages from parishioners for staff members and 

would also be able to give out registration, Mass intention or change of address forms, maps of the 

facility, and information regarding any of our ministries here at St. Mark.   

 

With these synopses in mind, would you kindly and prayerfully consider joining one of these ministries?  

Chris Masuch will be available after all Masses the weekend of March 16-17 in the Gathering Space to 

assist you in signing up.   

If you are especially interested in joining the Lector or Eucharistic Minister ministries, please note these 

upcoming Diocesan Liturgical Minister Trainings, both of which will be hosted here at St. Mark.  To 

attend you must RSVP to Chris Masuch at least a week before each training.  You may also RSVP at the 

above dates after Mass.   

 

Diocesan Lector Training with Diocesan Volunteers and Father Paul Turner 

When: Wednesday, March 13, 7:00 – 9:00 p.m.  (Call Chris ASAP if you are interested in this class.) 

Where: St. Mark – Parish Center and Church 

 

Diocesan Eucharistic Minister Training with Father Paul Turner 

When: Monday, April 1, 5:00 – 9:00 p.m. – Dinner of Sandwiches/Chips/Drinks Provided 

Where: St. Mark – Parish Center 

 

Returning to the opening metaphor of the family meal.  Think of attending a special family meal like 

dinner on Easter, Thanksgiving, or Christmas.  What satisfaction we find when we bring something to 

that meal, knowing that our part – even our one, small part – becomes a part of the whole and adds to 

the joy of the meal for all present.  So, too, will your gifts add to the whole of the joy of all who gather in 

our parish to feast on God’s love in the Eucharist. Thank you, friends, for your kind and prayerful 

consideration of this invitation. – Eric Thompson, Director of Liturgy & Music 

 


